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Tom’s labour of love
The walls of Tom’s bedroom are decorated with beautiful, 
intricate needlework. The amazing artwork is the result of 
hours of work, all carried out by the creative and talented 29 
year old.

Tom has autism and he has been supported by Voyage Care 
at one of our residential homes in Mansfield since 2015.

His grandmother Thelma said: “Tom’s autism means he is a 
very shy person – but he has talents and abilities which are 
quite extraordinary. He has a tremendous eye for detail.

“He is absolutely brilliant at needlework 
and never makes a mistake. He has done 
hundreds of cross stitch pictures and they 
are unbelievable. He has had great support 
from everyone at his Voyage Care home and 
he has found a real home for himself there.”

Tom started doing needlework when he 
was just six years old. He used to watch his 
grandmother doing needlework and pointed 
out the bits she didn’t realised she had 
missed.

To create his works of art, he copies photographs or 
sometimes uses needlework sets. Sometimes he can 
complete pieces quite quickly in just a few weeks.

His grandmother said: “He chooses what he would like to do. 
If he has chosen to complete a piece of artwork, he will work 
on it for several hours to get it finished. Needlework really 
brings out the creativity in Tom, I think his natural flair comes 
from his autism. He is really talented.”



As well as his needlework, Tom enjoys decorating his 
bedroom and collects anything with a Coca-Cola theme. 
His room is full of hundreds of bottles, glasses, labels and 
promotional items.

Shaji, the Service Manager at the home Tom lives in, said: 
“Tom is a very active person and he likes to take part in 
fundraising activities. His room always looks amazing and he 
loves to decorate his room differently for Christmas, Easter 
and Halloween.”

Some information has been changed 
for confidentiality purposes.



Contact our friendly enquiry 
team to discuss how we can 
support you or a loved one.

Get in touch

Voyage Care is a sector-leading provider of specialist care and 
support to 3,500+ people with learning disabilities, autism and 
complex needs.

About Voyage Care

We support over 720 autistic 
people across the UK and have 
37 specialist autism services that 
are either accredited or working 
towards accreditation with the 
National Autistic Society. 

Accredited
 
Working towards 
accreditation 

0800 035 3776
referrals@voyagecare.com
www.voyagecare.com


